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The Knights of Columbus and Special Olympics have had a long standing relationship, which as we see right here in Ontario, is growing stronger every year.

This year we will again be working with Special Olympics Ontario on a number of programs that is open to not only our Brother Knights, but also to our families, friends and neighbours.

Whether your involvement in any of these programs should happen to be as a volunteer, host or sponsor, it is an excellent demonstration of charity, unity and fraternity, whereby councils and Brother Knights can come together to work on a worthwhile cause such as the Special Olympics. 

It also offers the opportunity to introduce prospective new members to what the Knights of Columbus do within their communities.

There are a number of programs and events that we are currently working on together with Special Olympics Ontario. The information that I am about to present, along with any other information pertaining to the Knights work with Special Olympics, can be found on the Ontario Special Olympics/Knights of Columbus website at
http://oso-koc.com/.

The first program is the Hometown Games, which are Special Olympics Ontario’s local competitions that are held in the communities where the Special Olympians live.

Special Olympics Ontario is committed to expand and enhance these local competitions, and they are inviting the Knights’ councils throughout Ontario to take on a leadership role in these events.

As a host for a Hometown Games, you take on the primary responsibility of planning, organizing, funding and operating the competition. A couple of examples of the Knights hosting a Hometown Games, through either their zones or districts, are a soccer tournament held in Perth and a baseball tournament held in Toronto, with the next one scheduled for July 10th. 

To identify that a Hometown Games has been hosted by the Knights of Columbus, Special Olympics Ontario has offered us the opportunity of providing K of C lanyards to be used with the medals that are presented to all the athletes participating in the Games. Please consider including the ordering of K of C lanyards as one of

the responsibilities that go along with hosting a Hometown Games.  

To assist you with planning a Hometown Games in your community, a program manual has been assembled which outlines the steps needed to conduct an event, along with a K of C Special Olympics directory which lists the Special Olympics Ontario contacts, or District Developers, in each of the 12 regions of Ontario.

There are a couple of Special Olympics programs that we conduct in

partnership with a number of professional sports teams in Ontario. 

The first is the 50/50 Draw, which is a major fundraiser for Special Olympics and is held at a number of the Ottawa Senators, Toronto Maple Leafs, Toronto Raptors, Toronto FC and Toronto Blue Jays games.  This is an opportunity for the Knights, the Squires, their families, friends and even prospective members, to help raise funds for the Special Olympics by selling tickets to the fans, after which the volunteers are provided with refreshments and then the chance to watch the remainder of the game LIVE. 

The second is the Knights of Columbus Blue Jays Day for Special Olympics. This year it is being held on Saturday August 7th at the Toronto vs. Tampa Bay Rays game. Councils are invited to sponsor Special Olympians to attend the game at $22 per athlete. Tickets are also available to the Knights at the same reduced rate of $22. In past years we have provided anywhere between 200 and 400 seats for this event and we are confident that with your support we will be able to do the same this year.

Order Forms for sponsored tickets

and personal tickets are available online and they are also included in your handouts.

The K of C Blue Jays Day for Special Olympics allows the Special Olympians to attend the game along with providing them with some on field benefits, such as first pitch, leading the seventh inning stretch and participating in the Junior Jays Day activities, just to name a few. The Knights are given the opportunity to set up an information booth outside the stadium and to make an on field cheque presentation to Special Olympics. Should there be a 50/50 Draw on the same day, then the Knights are asked to provide the volunteers to run this fundraiser. As you can see this is an event where everyone is a winner.

Every two years, the Special Olympics holds its Provincial Games, alternating between Winter and Summer Games, with the next Games being the 2011 Winter Games in Thunder Bay from January 20 to the 23. Special Olympics Ontario invites the Knights to become involved in these Games, as was done for the 2009 Summer Games in Windsor, be it as a member of the Fourth Degree Colour Party, signing up as a volunteer to help out at the Games or by

participating in the Adopt an Athlete program, whereby councils assist Special Olympians from their communities with covering some of the costs the athlete has to pay for his or her accommodation, travel and meals.

Should you be interested in becoming more involved with the Special Olympics at the grassroots level within your area, you may wish to

consider volunteering with your local Special Olympics sports club or community council. Opportunities exist in a number of areas, such as sports, competitions, administration and fundraising.

Finally, we have the Tootsie Roll Fundraising Campaign, which is a statewide initiative, where it is hoped that the Districts and Councils of Ontario can provide the needed assistance to their local charities and Special Olympics Ontario, while participating in an event that also qualifies as a Community and Youth program for the Columbian Service Award.

Currently we have approximately 10 per cent of the Districts actively involved in this Tootsie Roll Fundraising Campaign, and we ask you,

as a DD, to please consider promoting this project as a District fundraiser, whereby each participating council equally shares both the costs and the proceeds of your district’s fundraising campaign. 

The project involves Council members going out into the community, especially at Special Olympics events, and offering Tootsie Rolls® to the public in exchange for a donation. This can be run in a number of ways, such as something similar to a tag day, or using donation boxes or whatever you feel might be the most successful way to conduct this program.


To participate in this fundraiser, select one of your councils to notify State Office that you wish to conduct an event by filling out and submitting the “ Intent to Participate Form” to the State Office. This form is available online and in your handouts.



You will also indicate on the form if you wish to purchase smocks for the event. These will be sent to you and invoiced from State Office. 

The State Office will then send out an official Order Form which you are to complete and send directly to Tootsie Roll® Canada, with the other copies going to the noted recipients.

Upon receipt of the product, you will distribute the Tootsie Rolls®  and your district will conduct the drive and report the results using the Tootsie Roll Fundraiser Final Report. Funds raised will be shared between the Councils (40%) for their own charitable endeavours and the Ontario State Council (60%), which will then be donated to Special Olympics Ontario.


A summary of the steps needed to operate a Tootsie Roll Drive are outlined on the Program Guidelines memorandum which can be found on our website and in your handouts. 

Brothers, it’s as easy as that and if you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact me.


In closing, reporting your activities, be it as a volunteer or a fundraiser, is the only way that we can have a better understanding as to how involved the Knights in Ontario are when it comes to the Special Olympics movement.


Please have your councils complete and submit the Partnership Profile Report with Special Olympics (#4584). This report is due by January 31st.



I want to thank you for your time and I look forward to meeting with you later to answer any questions you may have or to be of any assistance.

Vivat Jesus!

_1338056304.bin

